Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For the Week of The Third Sunday in Lent
March 23 through March 29

FAITH
Chapter 9. What We are to Believe. In Regard to Nature It is Not Necessary for the
Christian to Know More Than that the Goodness of the Creator is the Cause of All
Things.

When, then, the question is asked what we are to believe in regard to religion, it is not
necessary to probe into the nature of things, as was done by those whom the Greeks call
physici; nor need we be in alarm lest the Christian should be ignorant of the force and number
of the elements — the motion, and order, and eclipses of the heavenly bodies; the form of the
heavens; the species and the natures of animals, plants, stones, fountains, rivers, mountains;
about chronology and distances; the signs of coming storms; and a thousand other things
which those philosophers either have found out, or think they have found out. For even these
men themselves, endowed though they are with so much genius, burning with zeal, abounding
in leisure, tracking some things by the aid of human conjecture, searching into others with the
aids of history and experience, have not found out all things; and even their boasted
discoveries are oftener mere guesses than certain knowledge. It is enough for the Christian to
believe that the only cause of all created things, whether heavenly or earthly, whether visible
or invisible, is the goodness of the Creator the one true God; and that nothing exists but
Himself that does not derive its existence from Him; and that He is the Trinity — to wit, the
Father, and the Son begotten of the Father, and the Holy Spirit proceeding from the same
Father, but one and the same Spirit of Father and Son.

Chapter 10. The Supremely Good Creator Made All Things Good.

By the Trinity, thus supremely and equally and unchangeably good, all things were created:;
and these are not supremely and equally and unchangeably good, but yet they are good, even
taken separately. Taken as a whole, however, they are very good, because their ensemble
constitutes the universe in all its wonderful order and beauty. ~ Enchiridion, Chapters 9 & 10
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the ~I« Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life *I+ everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm — 136:1-16

The Catechism — Daily Prayers
Returning Thanks
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives
food to every creature. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens
when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in
the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in
His unfailing love. Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9-11 We thank You, Lord God,
heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

Daily Readings:
Sunday, March 23 — Mark 9:1-13
Monday, March 24 — Mark 9:14-32
Tuesday, March 25 — Mark 9:33-50 (Feast of The Annunciation of Our Lord;
suggested add’l reading: Luke 1:26-38)
Wednesday, March 26 — Mark 10:1-12
Thursday, March 27 — Mark 10:13-31
Friday, March 28 — Mark 10:32-52
Saturday, March 29 — Mark 11:1-19



Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)

Prayers
Let us pray...O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob
Arrasate; Hubert Bauer; Jackie Blydenburgh; Claire Bornholdt; Mary Ann Brizzee; Lucy
Decker; Ed Doepp; Carol Foth; Olivia Hintz; Arthur Holden; Shannon Hole; Kelly
Housto; Marilyn Jorg; Beth Keating; Dorothy Mistler; Robert Mohl; Joe Pinz; Evan
Powers; Alice Ryan; Peggy Salamone; Lisa Schantz; Charlene Schneeberg; Judy Scott;
Carol Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Ingrid Vessie; Patrice Vitalino & Family;
Jack Whitehouse; Edward Zerbe

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Jose & Emma Camacho; Phillip Rappe; Brian
Williams; Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB #421, st. 5
O my God, my rock and tower,
Grant that in Your death I trust,
Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.
Savior, let Your agony
Ever help and comfort me;
When | die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection.

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *I+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

Looking ahead to The Fourth Sunday in Lent:
Exodus 16:2-21 Galatians 4:21-31 John 6:1-15



