
Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 19 through January 25 

Chapter 8. The miserable state of men before the coming of the Word 

 

For, who of men at all understood before His coming what God is? Do you accept of the vain 

and silly doctrines of those who are deemed trustworthy philosophers? Of whom some said 

that fire was God, calling that God to which they themselves were by and by to come; and 

some water; and others some other of the elements formed by God. But if any one of these 

theories be worthy of approbation, every one of the rest of created things might also be 

declared to be God. But such declarations are simply the startling and erroneous utterances of 

deceivers; and no man has either seen Him, or made Him known, but He has revealed 

Himself. And He has manifested Himself through faith, to which alone it is given to behold 

God. For God, the Lord and Fashioner of all things, who made all things, and assigned them 

their several positions, proved Himself not merely a friend of mankind, but also long-suffering 

[in His dealings with them]. Yea, He was always of such a character, and still is, and will ever 

be, kind and good, and free from wrath, and true, and the only one who is [absolutely] good; 

Matthew 19:17 and He formed in His mind a great and unspeakable conception, which He 

communicated to His Son alone. As long, then, as He held and preserved His own wise 

counsel in concealment, He appeared to neglect us, and to have no care over us. But after He 

revealed and laid open, through His beloved Son, the things which had been prepared from the 

beginning, He conferred every blessing all at once upon us, so that we should both share in 

His benefits, and see and be active [in His service]. Who of us would ever have expected these 

things? He was aware, then, of all things in His own mind, along with His Son, according to 

the relation subsisting between them. ~ Epistle to Diognetus, Chapters 6 & 7 

 

 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12025c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04470a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08673a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12454c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09580c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01489a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/bible/mat019.htm#verse17
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14142b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10321a.htm


The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 
 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm – 67 
 

The Catechism – Confession & The Office of the Keys 

What is the Office of the Keys? 

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to the 

Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 

forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

  

Daily Readings: 
Sunday, January 19 – Romans 9:1-18 

Monday, January 20 – Romans 9:19-33 (Commemoration of Sarah) 

Tuesday, January 21 – Romans 10:1-21 

Wednesday, January 22 – Romans 11:1-24 

Thursday, January 23 – Romans 11:25—12:13 

Friday, January 24 – Romans 12:14—13:14 (Feast of St. Timothy, Pastor and 

Confessor; suggested add’l reading: Matthew 24:42-47) 

Saturday, January 25 – Romans 14:1-23 (Feast of the Confession of St. Paul; 

suggested add’l reading: Matthew 19:27-30) 

 
Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 



Prayers   
Let us pray…Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on 

earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all 

our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew 

Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev. 

Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our 

Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett 

& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Joseph 

Biden; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and 

magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military 

Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob 

Arrasate; Jackie Blydenburgh; Claire Bornholdt; Mary Ann Brizzee; Lucy Decker; Ed 

Doepp; Carol Foth; Carol Gustafson; Olivia Hintz; Arthur Holden; Shannon Hole; Kelly 

Housto; Marilyn Jorg; Beth Keating; Joyce Keller; Dorothy Mistler; Robert Mohl; Joe 

Pinz; Alice Ryan; Peggy Salamone; Charlene Schneeberg; Judy Scott; Carol Shaw; Judy 

Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Marty Trometter; Ingrid Vessie; Jack Whitehouse; Edward 

Zerbe 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Jose & Emma Camacho; Phillip Rappe; Brian 

Williams; Michael John Young 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – Come, Join in Cana’s Feast LSB #408, st. 4 

Come, friends, and share the feast; 

Here drink the wine supplied 

By Him who is both guest and host— 

For us, the crucified. 

 

Closing Blessing 
 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Looking ahead to The Third Sunday after the Epiphany: 

2 Kings 5:1-15a  Romans 1:8-17  Matthew 8:1-13 


